




COURSE	SCHEDULE	
	
Date	 Lecture	 Assignments	
Jan.	5	 Course	introduction		 	
Jan.	9	 Climate	and	physiography	 	
Jan.	12	 Introduction	to	biogeochemistry	-	forest	walk	 *be	prepared	to	be	outside	
Jan.	16	 Biogeochemistry	and	soil		 	
Jan.	19	 Introduction	to	tree	physiology	–	forest	walk		 *be	prepared	to	be	outside	
Jan.	23	 Abiotic	controls:	light	and	temperature	 	
Jan.	26	 A/ q e P* DD% En.	

	



ASSIGNMENT	DESCRIPTION	
	
	

Individual	research	paper	
	

You	will	complete	a	research	paper	in	one	of	the	following	forest	biogeography	topic	areas	
listed	below,	or	another	topic	you	are	particularly	interested	in.	This	assignment	provides	
an	opportunity	to	develop	your	writing	and	research	abilities.	I	will	provide	formative	
feedback	in	the	proposal/outline	stage	and	help	guide	you	through	the	research	writing	
process.	If	you	choose	a	different	topic	that	is	not	listed	below,	please	discuss	your	idea	with	
me.	I	highly	encourage	you	to	discuss	your	paper	ideas	with	me.	Your	paper	should	be	about	
2500	words,	typed,	double-spaced,	times	12pt	font,	with	1-inch	margins,	page	numbers	and	
your	name/student	number	clearly	on	the	first	page.	Figures	are	encouraged	if	they	are	
actively	referenced	in	the	text.	A	marking	rubric	will	be	provided	for	the	research	paper.		
	
Sample	topic	areas	for	research	papers:	

• The	2003	firestorm	in	interior	British	Columbia	–	how	this	fire	year	affected	and	
continues	to	affect	forests	

• Insect	and	fire	disturbance	interaction	in	British	Columbia	forests	
• Fire	history	in	British	Columbia	(this	topic	could	focus	on	the	historic	record-	last	

100	years,	or	the	last	400	years	–	tree	ring	record,	or	through	the	Holocene)	
• Climate	change	and	biogeoclimatic	zones	
• Climate	change	and	species	ranges	(you	could	choose	one	or	more	species	to	

examine)	
• How	do	forests	respond	to	mountain	pine	beetle	outbreaks?	
• Management	approaches	for	mountain	beetle	outbreaks	
• Synthesis	of	fire	regimes	throughout	the	province		
• Fire-climate	relationships	
• Ecosystem	resilience	theory	



SUMMARY	OF	ASSESSMENT	
	

1.	Research	Paper	
Research	paper	proposal	and	outline:	10%	 Due:	February	2nd	 	 	
Research	paper:	30%	 	 	 	 Due:	March	23rd	 	 	 	

	
2.	Group	project	

Project	Transect:	20%	 	 	 	 Due:	March	6th	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	
3.	Tests	

Test	I:	15%	 	 	 	 	 	 In	class:	February	20th		 	 	

The	first	test	will	explore	content	presented	up	to	and	including	February	11th.			
	
Test	II:	15%	 	 	 	 	 	 In	class:	April	3rd	 	 	
Test	II	will	be	cumulative,	but	with	an	emphasis	on	content	in	the	latter	half	of	term.		
	

4.	Participation	and	attendance:	10%	
	 Your	presence	and	active	participation	in	every	class	is	expected	for	high	marks.		
	
UNDERGRADUATE	GRADING		
 

G r a d e	 G r a d e 	 p o i n t 	



COURSE	POLICIES		
	

Collegial	respect:	Together	we	will	create	a	classroom	environment	that	is	conducive	to	learning.	Please	
make	sure	to	arrive	on	time	and	ensure	your	cell	phones	are	switched	off	for	class.	In	class	and	group	
discussions,	ensure	your	comments	are	respectful.		
	
Late	assignments:	Please	inform	me	ahead	of	time	if	you	feel	you	will	miss	a	test	for	legitimate	reasons	
(verifiable	serious	illness,	injury	or	family	circumstances)	and	we	can	arrange	an	alternate	time.	Similarly,	if	
for	a	legitimate	reason	you	are	not	able	to	submit	an	assignment	on	time,	please	notify	me	in	advance	to	make	
alternative	arrangements.	Outside	of	this,	I	will	accept	assignments	up	to	two	days	after	the	due	date	(with	a	
20%	per	day	late	penalty	assessed).		
	
Academic	integrity:	Please	review	http://web.uvic.ca/calendar2011/FACS/UnIn/UARe/PoAcI.html	for	the	
university	policy	on	academic	integrity	and	useful	information	on	avoiding	plagiarism.	Plagiarism	detection	
software	may	be	used	in	this	class.	
	
Accessibility:	Students	with	diverse	learning	styles	and	needs	are	welcome	in	this	course.	In	particular,	if	you	
have	a	disability	or	health	consideration	that	may	require	accommodations,	please	feel	free	to	approach	me	
and/or	the	Resource	Centre	for	Students	with	a	Disability	as	soon	as	possible.	The	Centre	staff	are	available	by	
appointment	to	assess	specific	needs,	provide	referrals	and	arrange	appropriate	accommodations.	The	sooner	
you	let	us	know	your	needs,	the	faster	we	can	assist	you	in	achieving	your	learning	goals	in	this	course.		
	
Attendance,	participation	and	success:	I	encourage	you	to	be	an	active	participant	and	take	part	in	
classroom	discussions,	activities	and	contribute	meaningfully	in	group


